
  
 

Toward Zero Waste Information  
 

Greetings,  
 
Thank you for your interest in participating at Bellingham SeaFeast 2016. Proudly, we have 
committed to making it a “Toward Zero Waste” (TZW) event. 
 
The goal at a TZW event:  Distribute only recyclable or compostable materials, using nothing 
that would go to a landfill. Please plan accordingly with your service materials and help us 
meet that goal. 
  

We’ll have very few (landfill) trash cans at Bellingham SeaFeast 2016.  Instead, we have 
partnered with the Port of Bellingham and Sanitary Service Company (SSC) to provide 
recycling and composting collection at several locations for all participants. Because the 
event takes place adjacent to Bellingham Bay marine waters, we support the U.S. Clean 
Water Act, all Washington Shoreline Management laws, and all laws that mandate recycling 
in order to preserve and enhance our marine water quality for ALL to enjoy for many years.   
 

As a vendor handing out service ware, paper, packaging and other products  
you are key to the success of our Toward Zero Waste Goal. 

 
How does Toward Zero Waste work?  
 All vendors distribute ONLY recyclable or compostable  materials to the public. 
 
What do we mean by recyclable and compostable?   
 Sanitary Services Company (SSC) at www.ssc-inc.com/faqs.php has a comprehensive list of 
 items that can be composted or recycled. If you have questions, please call SSC at 360-734-
 3490. 
 
Plan ahead – a very important step. 
 Every vendor must comply. Preparation is key. Because it is important that we all work 
 together on TZW, we set this policy:   
  
 You will be asked to remove any non-recyclable or non-compostable items from your salable 
 products for the duration of the event.  
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http://www.ssc-inc.com/faqs.php


Tips to help you achieve the TZW Goal: 

 Whenever possible, offer finger foods requiring fewer utensils.   

 Make it easy for everyone. Examples:   
o Use plastic, recyclable beverage cups that go into the RECYCLE bins.  
o Use no lids or straws.   
o All else goes into FOOD PLUS bins (all paper plates, napkins, etc.) 

 Cans, bottles, and plastic drink containers are acceptable because they recycle with 
plastic cups.   

 Any paper serving item is OK because it goes into the FOOD PLUS bins. 

 Consider replacing plastic bowls (often used for soups, etc.) with bread bowls, and using 
cones for ice cream.  Paper napkins are compostable and can replace bulkier plates. If 
you must use plates, cups, bowls, cutlery, etc., they cannot be styrofoam or plastic.   

 If you can’t eliminate non-recyclable prep items (dirty foil, plastic wrap, etc.), you are 
expected to take those materials with you when you pack up. You may not put them in 
the garbage/landfill containers. 

 Bellingham SeaFeast 2016 Management Committee commits to having adequate, 
clearly-marked, and staffed recyclable and compostable receptacles for attendees’ 
usage. We are working with SSC and dozens of volunteers to ensure that we make this 
TZW process easy, accessible, efficient, and effective.  

 It bears repeating: Your advance planning will facilitate the success of TZW. 
 
Where can I purchase compostable products? 
 Sources for compostable plates, cups, bowls, cutlery for both serving and/or display: 

 Community Food Co-op 

 Cash & Carry 

 Many other local grocery 
stores. 
 

 Terra Organica & Natural Foods 

 Whole Foods 

 Online resources such as: 
www.biodegradablestore.com 
(They have many products and large quantities). 

 
We are excited to work with you to make this a successful TZW event.  
 
 If you have questions regarding TZW, please call:  Morgan Henry at 360-306-9143. 

http://www.biodegradablestore.com/

